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President’s Message
I know as an appraiser that my
work can often be isolating.
It’s easy to spend an entire day
in the office, with little input
from others, save for an occasional phone call. The Internet
and email have over time
made us more strangers to our
peers and more alone.
My wife Nancy and I recently
had the opportunity to take a
vacation to Britain and Ireland,
with the intent of visiting our
daughter in Dublin, who is
taking a semester overseas. It
was a visit to our “investment”
if you will. But, it was also
good for our souls.
While visiting Dublin and
London, I was strangely reminded twice of the real need
we all have as professionals, to
make efforts to connect with
those around us in both the
business and real estate community. One reminder was
quite modern, the other was
ancient. One reminder was in
a pub, the other in a church;
but both speak even to us as
real estate valuation professionals in today’s world.
While in Dublin, our daughter
took us to several of Ireland’s
oldest pubs. The first thing
that struck me was the sheer
mass of people there, even on
a workday evening.
The
crowd was loud, completely
friendly to strangers, and entirely enlivening.
A small
band of musicians were
crowded by the front door,
playing traditional Irish music.

I was enthralled by the boisterous sense of community, of
shared lives, and laughter.
We saw the same pub culture
in London, with crowds everywhere spilling out on the
streets after work – friends
connecting, laughing, sharing
life. Getting out and being
with your friends is woven
deeply into the fabric of the
Irish and British culture.
These were not Southern
Californians, who pile in their
cars after work and crawl
home on the freeway, arriving
to huddle in their homes
watching television.
For
these people, being with others is key to life itself. The
lesson; it matters to get out
and connect with others, this
is a key to real life.
Our second reminder occurred
in London’s St. Paul’s Cathedral. While there, we stopped
at the memorial of John
Donne; poet, Member of Parliament, and Dean of St.
Paul’s for 10 years in the
early 1600’s. How could an
old dead British poet have
anything to do with being an
appraiser in Southern California in 2015? As it turns out,
quite a bit. Donne is the author of the famous poem:
No Man is an Island
No man is an island entire of
itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a
part of the main;
if a clod be washed away by
the sea, Europe
is the less, as well as if a
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promontory were, as
well as any manner of thy
friends or of thine
own were; any man's death
diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind.
I think we may have become
like little islands, isolated in
our offices. Indeed, the modern public gathering places of
Dublin and London and the
poetry of a long passed British
vicar have something to say to
us today. Perhaps it’s time to
get out of our desk chairs, and
to get involved in the life of
the greater real estate community. Maybe it’s time to get up
and get out into….life!
And the life of our local Chapter is off to a busy start, with
the Annual Joint Luncheon
with IRWA Los Angeles at
Steven’s Steak House on
March 17th, the Review Theory General Course in Burbank the week of March 23rd,
with 20 students in attendance.
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President’s Message...Con’t.
People enjoying each other in
and outside a Pub in England.

Our First Annual Luncheon with the IRWA Inland Empire Chapter was on April 1, and we plan on making this an annual event.
The first 2015 Mixer (our attempt at copying pub culture) was at the Takami in downtown Los Angeles on April 9 th. Look for more
mixers in 2015 in Orange County as well. And we have designated 12 Members during the first quarter of this year alone.
There will be a Joint Dinner with ASA at the Brookside Golf Club in Pasadena on May 12 th. Get out of your office or cubicle or car,
and join us. If you show up, I will personally buy you a drink!
In May Charles Baker, SRA, Steve Henry, MAI, Brad Thompson, MAI will be getting out into the world, and representing our
Chapter in LDAC in Washington D.C. The Inland Empire Market Trends Seminar will be on June 4 th in Ontario, where there will be
a Chapter Meeting and Elections for 2016.
Take a risk. Leave the office, get out into the world, build relationships, make new friends. Participate more in the life of the real
estate community and our local Chapter. Here’s to a more public, and less isolated 2015!

Region VII News
Kerry Leiman, SRA
Region VII Chair

Serving on the National Board of Directors for the Appraisal Institute has been quite an undertaking, however I am glad to serve and
I hope some of the current leaders of SCCAI will consider serving in the Region and following those of us that have been on the National BOD.
There are several items that I should mention.
Approximately 19% of the major home builders in this country have started to use energy efficient designs and features, as reflected
in the Appraisal Institute’s form. For those of you that have residential software, this form can be found under Appraisal Institute
forms, Residential Green and Energy Efficient Addendum. The form can also be located online. This 5 page form was designed by
the Appraisal Institute and appears to be the best one available for residential properties at this time. This is the future and as more
homes start to use these energy features, analysis will need to include energy efficient items since the market reacts to these features.
If you have a residential report with green features and want to impress you client, check out this form. This form is currently being
used by RESNET (Residential Energy Service Network) and Lance Coyle (current president of the Appraisal Institute) attended the
last meeting in February, 2015.
For those of you that want to take the Capstone Program but are having trouble finding and enrolling in a local class in the near future, help is on the way. Education has started writing a synchronous version of the Capstone Program and hopes to test it towards
the end of this year. Hopefully it will be started early next year.
One of the interesting topics we are involved with at our National BOD meetings has to do with our international interests. We are
currently teaching courses in the Middle East and recently completed classes at Hong Kong University. We are truly a global organization.
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Northwestern Branch
The Northwestern Branch represents and serves appraisers from West and North Los Angeles County and
Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties

K. Valeo Schultz, MAI-2015 SCCAI Northwestern Branch Chair

K. Valeo Schultz, MAI
Chair

Tupper W. Lienke, MAI
Vice Chair

Robert Jordan, MAI
1st Advisor

The Northwestern Branch of the Southern California Chapter
of the Appraisal Institute holds bi-monthly breakfast meetings
at the Spitfire Grill restaurant, 3300 Airport Avenue in Santa
Monica, near the Santa Monica Airport, at 7:30 AM, generally
on the third Thursday of the month. We invite you to meet with
us on these mornings to hear talks about real estate trends and
other important information concerning the appraisal of real
property in Southern California.
On May 21st, 2015, Thursday morning, at 7:30 AM, Ernie Lopez, MAI, MBA, First Advisor, Chief Appraiser at East West
Bank, will give an informative talk on the primary do’s and
don’ts of submitting appraisals to banks. Mr. Lopez will discuss the best ways to handle simple and complex bank assignments in a manner that is beneficial to both the appraiser and
lender with a special emphasis on the key issues that lenders

Loy Spears, MAI
2nd Advisor

J.P LoMonaco, MAI
3rd Advisor

need to have addressed. Attend this meeting and learn how to
save yourself and the lender time by submitting an appraisal that
needs little or no revisions.
We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our March
presenter – Randall Bell, MAI – who gave a great presentation on
the rebuttal of junk science in litigation. Mr. Bell emphasized the
practical advantages of using accepted appraisal methodology,
having a command of the literature, giving easy-to-understand
presentations/explanations, and following the scientific method.
Our meetings are great opportunities to network with appraisers
and other real estate professionals. We invite you and your guests
to join us!
Please register for the meetings HERE. See you there!

The Southern California Chapter's
Mason - Thornton Scholarship Program
The Mason - Thornton Scholarship Fund is a Trust Fund sponsored and managed by the Southern California Chapter of
the Appraisal Institute. The sole purpose of the Fund is the awarding of financial scholarships to Designated Members
and Candidates in good standing for courses presented by the Appraisal Institute leading to a professional designation in
the Appraisal Institute.
Application and Information
Classes eligible for scholarships are listed on the application.
More information is available on the chapter website: sccai.org
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Southern Branch
The Southern Branch represents and serves appraisers from Orange County and Long Beach

Kory Felix, MAI - 2015 SCCAI Southern Branch Chair

Kory Felix, MAI
Chair

John Penner, MAI
Vice Chair

Ryan Neal Young, SRA
1st Advisor

At the Southern Branch’s last meeting, Trevor Hubbard,
MAI, SRA presented on the topic of Ground Leases. A great
crowd came to learn about the history of ground leases, how
market rent is typically determined for ground leases, and
valuation methods for this property type. Thank you to Mr.
Hubbard for sharing his knowledge on this interesting topic
and thank you to those that attended.

Trevor Hubbard, MAI, SRA and Robert Contant, MAI

Michelle B. Rogers, SRA
2nd Advisor

Michael J. Tidwell, III, SRA
3rd Advisor

At the meeting, Robert Contant, MAI, with Westar Appraisal
Group, was selected to serve as the incoming 3 rd Advisor in 2016
for the Southern Branch. Thank you for volunteering Mr. Contant,
and getting involved with the Appraisal Institute! Our next dinner
meeting is planned for early June and the speaker will be Jonathan
Lansner who is The Orange County Register’s business columnist
and real estate blogger. Details of the meeting will be coming out
soon. We hope you can make it!

Attendees enjoying the dinner meeting

Note: All Branch Meetings are Candidate
Attendance Approved Events
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Eastern Branch
The Eastern Branch represents and serves appraisers from East Los Angeles County (excluding Long Beach) and
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties

Jay Munoz, MAI, SRA, AI-GRS, AI-RRS - 2015 SCCAI Eastern Branch Chair

Jay Munoz, MAI, SRA,
AI-GRS, AI-RRS
Chair

Jennifer Hsu, MAI
Vice Chair

Ernesto Lopez, MAI
1st Advisor

It is hard to believe that the first quarter of the year has already
elapsed. Elections are right around the corner, and we are always looking for that next great volunteer ready to give up five
years of his or her life, so please contact any one of the Eastern
Branch members if you are interested. For those who have already thrown their name into the hat, we will have an answer for
you shortly, but do not forget that there are a number of available volunteer positions throughout the chapter and we are always happy to put people to work.
Finally, the Eastern Branch will be hosting its first luncheon
meeting of the year on April 21, 2015 at the Brookside Golf
Club in the fabulous city of Pasadena. Yes, Pasadena is the part
of the huge Eastern Branch. The presenter, Charles Baker, SRA,
will thoroughly discuss "Foreign investments in the San Gabriel
Valley", which will identify how capital inflows are shaping
residential construction and transforming neighborhoods. Mr.
Baker will present several case studies that consider architecture
and aesthetics, prominent builders and developers, location, orientation, cost versus value, and short- and long-term trends.

Alexander Liu
2nd Advisor

Matthew S. Elston, MAI
3rd Advisor

This is a topic that will interest commercial and residential appraisers alike, so come on out for a nice lunch. However, be sure
to arrive well before the noon start time to chat with old friend
or perhaps make new ones.
Although not hosted by the Eastern Branch, the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Riverside played host to a very successful Appraisal
Institute/IRWA luncheon that featured an eminent domain topic
presented by Sydney H. Hawran, MAI and Joyce L. Riggs,
MAI, SR/WA. I bring this up because we are always looking for
ideas, topics, and/or joint programs, so feel free to contact a
branch member with any ideas or possible locations. Also in the
Eastern Branch Territory, the 18th Annual Inland Empire Market
Trends Seminar will be held at the Double Tree Inn in Ontario
on June 4, 2015. This is great opportunity to earn 7.5 hours of
education, while keeping abreast of changes within the vast
Inland Empire real estate market. The Eastern Branch will be
hosting several additional educational meetings and/or mixers
throughout the year, so be prepared to come out and network.

IRS VALUATION WORKSHOP
offered by
ASA – Los Angeles Chapter
This year’s dynamic IRS event will be a hands-on workshop for appraisers of all disciplines and other tax and legal professionals. Learn
how to overcome real valuation obstacles and how to make your work understood and accepted. What happens when the IRS looks at
your work? Learn about new regulations and changes from the IRS. We will work through six case scenarios from real IRS taxpayer
cases LA-ASA has hosted IRS Symposia since 2005. These Symposia are about what IRS sees as important. They have enabled appraisers and other tax practitioners to tune up their valuations so their chance of avoiding challenge is greatly enhanced. The scope of IRS
valuation issues is multidisciplinary, so it is fitting that this Workshop is hosted by the only truly multidisciplinary appraisal organization.
REGISTRATION:
http://appraisersla.com/EventDetails.aspx?event_id=119
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Education Committee Report
By Bryan Vick MAI
2015 SCCAI Education Committee

The Appraiser as an Expert Witness: Preparation & Testimony is coming up April 27-28 at National University in
Costa Mesa! This two day course explores litigation valuation and what appraisers can expect in a legal action.
The course will be instructed by Stephen D. Roach, MAI, SRA, AI-GRS. This introductory course is part is the first
step in the Appraisal Institute Litigation Professional Development Program. Courses in the Litigation Program are
open to anyone. However, only Appraisal Institute Members who successfully complete and pass the exams will be
placed on the Litigation Registry. Seating is limited and there are just a few remaining seats.
2015 has been a challenging year for education. Our core events and educational offerings have performed well
this year. However, we have been forced to cancel the upcoming General Appraiser Report Writing course scheduled for May 4, 2015 due to low enrollment.
Other notable events and important dates:


April 21, 2015 - Eastern Branch Lunch Meeting Foreign Investment in the San Gabriel Valley.
Charles Baker, SRA - Location: Brookside Country Club, Pasadena



April 27-28, 2015 - The Appraiser as an Expert Witness.—Instructor: Stephen D. Roach, MAI, SRA, AI-GRS -

Speaker:

Location: National University, Costa Mesa


May 11-15, 2015 - Review Case Studies General—Instructor: Joseph C. Magdziarz, MAI, SRA - Location:

Holiday Inn Media Center, Burbank


May 12, 2015 - ASA and SCCAI Joint Dinner and Program- Solar Photo-Voltaic - A technology that has come
of age. Panelists Jordan Cohen of 1st Solar, James Finlay, MRICS, and Steven Davis, ASA, MRICS will discuss
solar panels and methods used in their valuation.



June 4, 2015 - 18th Annual Inland Empire Market Trends Seminar - Doubletree Hotel, Ontario, CA



June 15, 2015 - Federal and California Statutory and Regulatory Law Course—Burbank, CA



June 24, 2015 - 7HR USPAP - Michael Mason, MAI, SRA - Location: Woodland Hills
For more information and registration please follow the LINK

Now Open for Registration
18th Annual Inland Empire Market Trends Seminar
June 4, 2015
DoubleTree Hotel
Ontario, CA
Registration at 7:30 AM
Program Starts at 8:00 AM
Register HERE
APPROVED: 7.5 Hours of AI and BREA CE

SAVE THE DATE
THE SUMMER CONFERENCE
IS BACK ! ! !
July 14th
Sheraton Cerritos
Registration will open soon!
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Appraisal Institute State Government Relations
UNDER THE CAPITAL DOME
Gregg Stephen Whittlesey, Pasadena, serves on the California State
Government Relations Subcommittee representing the Southern
California Chapter of the Appraisal Institute, and has filed the
following report:

AN IMPORTANT CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE
Recently, your California Government Relations Committee of the Appraisal Institute authored a bill seeking the enactment of important regulatory relief legislation for appraisers.
That bill, AB 624, will amend California’s appraisal license law which will allow California state-licensed appraisers to use valuation standards other than the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) when performing appraisals for any
purpose other than appraisals for federally related transactions (FRTs).
This bill comes on the heels of the California Government Relations Committee’s successful creation of AB 1888 last year, requiring
the public disclosure of transfer tax stamps on the face of every recorded Grant Deed in the state.
Under existing California law, Residential, Certified Residential and Certified General appraisers must comply with USPAP when
performing any and all real estate valuation services in the state, whether those services are in conjunction with a FRT or for a nonFRT related purpose such as asset management, feasibility studies, litigation support, tax consulting, financial reporting, portfolio
valuation, etc.
There are many appraisal standards in the world. Some of the better known standards are the International Valuation Standards
(IVS), the Canadian standards, Mexican standards, etc. Almost every country in the world has standards individual to them. We live
in a global economy and many of our appraisal firms (a growing number) have a global reach. California’s law makes it difficult, if
not impossible, for a California appraiser to perform work outside of the country or for a foreign entity, under the burden of utilizing
USPAP in all situations. To wit, a German investment firm is not interested in an appraiser complying with USPAP when performing an appraisal. Rather it wants the appraiser to comply with the standard of its own country. Appraisers outside of the USA who
work internationally comply with whatever standard is in force in the country in which they are working. A California licensed appraiser cannot comply with other standards even if working outside of the country as he/she must comply with USPAP in all instances.
Additionally, many appraisers have identified problems with complying with USPAP when involved in non-federally related appraisal
assignments here at home. The provisions of USPAP are heavily
directed towards meeting the appraisal needs of financial institutions
involved in mortgage loan origination, and its development is heavily influenced by federal bank regulators, much to the detriment of
non-FRT users. Over the last 25+ years, it has become a rulesbased, rather than a principles-based, set of standards, good for
mortgage lending purposes but not necessarily relevant for nonlending purposes.

BREA Chief Jim Martin and
Gregg Whittlesey
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Appraisal Institute State Government Relations….Con’t.
As previously mentioned, other valuation standards exist worldwide that assure that the information being provided by the appraiser is credible and reliable, and that the appraiser is ethical and competent (IVS and our newly adopted AI Standards of Valuation Practice (SVP) for instance). The bill that we have introduced will allow a California Residential, Certified Residential or
Certified General appraiser to perform an appraisal with valuation standards approved by our Bureau of Real Estate Appraisers
(BREA) for use when performing appraisal services for any non-federally related purpose. These standards may include, but are
not limited to, the AI’s new SVP, International Valuation Standards (IVS), etc.
It is important to remember that this legislation will not change the existing requirement that appraisals for federally-related transactions be performed by state-licensed or state-certified appraisers in compliance with USPAP. Additionally, nothing in the legislation will prohibit an appraiser from continuing to use USPAP as the valuation standard by which they perform all of their valuation work should they so desire.
We believe that enactment of this legislation will help California appraisers to become competitive with appraisers around the
world, will allow them to meet the needs of their clients in an effective and efficient manner, while still maintaining the highest
levels of professionalism and keep the public trust.
We will endeavor to keep you informed as this bill moves through the legislative process. In the meantime, if you should have any
questions or want further information on this important project, please do not hesitate to contact me or your alternate Chapter representative on the government relations committee, Mr. Steve Henry (714) 504 4400.

SCCAI and IRWA Annual Joint Luncheon
March 17th at Steven’s Steak House
Don discussed the studies that go into choosing regional rail routes,
the projects that are currently in planning and at what time frame each
is projected to occur. He also discussed the proposed High Speed Rail
southern portion that is being fast tracked. These projects will each
impact the city we live in. They are especially of interest to right of
way professionals who are tasked with obtaining the routes needed to
make the new transit lines a reality.
Speaker presentation is on the chapter website www.sccai.org
Speaker: Don Sepulveda Executive Officer Regional Rail for the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

Another GREAT MIXER
On April 9th at the
Takami Sushi & Robata
Restaurant
Thanks to our AMAZING Sponsors for
making this event possible:


Our next Mixer
will be in June.
Stay tuned for
more information!



Tupper W. Lienke, MAI
Hampstead Appraisal Company
Lea Associates, Inc.
Property Economics
Robert M. Lea, MAI



Mason & Mason
Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants



Norris Realty Advisors



Moore Real Estate Group



Calvin Cummings, MAI, Senior Managing
Director, Valbridge Property Advisors
Cummings Appraisal Group, Inc.



Richard West, MAI, MRICS
Senior Managing Director
CBRE Valuation & Advisory Services



Eric B. Garfield, MAI
Managing Director, WTAS LLC
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MEET OUR 2015 DESIGNATED MEMBERS
January 2015

Sangwoo Suk, MAI
Justin C. Giordani, MAI
Myung Cha, MAI
Joanne L. Bell, MAI, SRA
Barry J. Alperin, MAI, AI-GRS
February 2015
Peter S. Crane, MAI, AI-GRS
Michael Jay Ader, MAI, SRA
Jason S. Fischman, SRA
March 2015
Diane P. McKee, SRPA, SRA, AI-GRS
Gary J. Alexander, MAI, AI-GRS
Michele L. Kauffman, MAI
Robert Howlett, SRA
Scott E. Gardner, SRA
The MAI designation is held by individuals who are experienced in the valuation and evaluation of commercial, industrial, residential and
other types of properties, and who advise clients on real estate investment decisions. To pursue MAI Designated membership, one must
be a general Candidate for Designation.
The SRA designation is held by individuals who are experienced in the analysis and valuation of residential real property. To pursue SRA
Designated membership, one must be a residential Candidate for Designation.
The AI-GRS designation is a new designation program aimed at providing professional general reviewers with the knowledge and skills
needed to satisfy issues related to due diligence and risk management often requested by their employers and clients.
The AI-RRS designation is a new designation program aimed at providing professional residential reviewers with the knowledge and skills
needed to satisfy issues related to due diligence and risk management often requested by their employers and clients.

ASA and SCCAI JOINT DINNER AND PROGRAM Solar Photo-Voltaic - A technology that has come of age
May 12, 2015
Brookside Golf Club
1133 Rosemont Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91103
A dinner presentation about Solar Photo-Voltaic generated electricity. A panel discussion on how
solar panels have come of age and the methods that can be utilized in their valuation.

REGISTER HERE
APPROVED: 2 HRS AI CE
PENDING APPROVAL: 2 HRS BREA CE
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SCCAI 2015 EDUCATION CALENDAR
DATE(S)

COURSE / SEMINAR

LOCATION

April 21, 2015

EASTERN BRANCH LUNCH MEETING
Foreign Investment in the San Gabriel Valley

Pasadena, CA

April 27-28, 2015

The Appraiser as an Expert Witness: Preparation & Testimony

Costa Mesa, CA

May 11-15, 2015

Review Case Studies—General

Burbank, CA

May 12, 2015

ASA and SCCAI Joint Dinner and Program
Solar Photo –Voltaic– A technology that has come of age

Pasadena, C A

June 4, 2015

18th Annual Inland Empire Market Trends Seminar

Ontario, CA

June 15, 2015

Federal and California Statutory and Regulatory Law Course

Burbank, C A

June 24, 2015

7-Hour National USPAP Update Course

Woodland Hills, CA

July 10, 2015

Business Practices and Ethics

La Palma, CA

July 30-31, 2015

15-Hour National USPAP Course

Ontario, CA

Comprehensive Exam and Certified General Exam Prep
Gary DeWeese, MAI, and an instructor for the Appraisal Institute, is offering a series of live webinars on the
three approaches to value on Friday and Saturday, February 20 - 21 and February 27 - 28, 2015. These challenging, fast-paced programs focus on the kinds of problems in both exams.
The cost is only $150 per day and the program is conveniently offered in a webinar format that will enable
attendees to work on multiple choice type problems, ask questions and examine solutions.
SPACE IS LIMITED – EARLY REGISTRATION STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
For more information about the webinars and to register go to www.garydeweese.com or contact Gary directly at garydeweese@comcast.net or 925-216-8751.
This offering was developed by Gary DeWeese and is not sponsored or endorsed by the Appraisal Institute

Online Education: Learn at your own pace anytime, anywhere.
Top-notch Appraisal Institute courses and seminars come straight to your desktop with online education!
Learn from any computer anywhere, whenever you have time. It’s easy, convenient and a great way to get the
education you want. Check out the current course listing now!

Newsletter Editor
Linda Zimmer
Executive Director
Linda@sccai.org

Newsletter Contributor and Publisher
Lianna Ayala
Executive Assistant
Lianna@sccai.org

